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POLICY:  It is the policy of Berrien Mental Health Authority (BMHA) to assist all consumers in exercising their civil right to vote.

PURPOSE:  To assure that each individual’s voting rights as a citizen and consumer of public mental health services are protected and supported and what role BMHA staff and contractors will provide in this process.

STANDARD:  To assist all those that request and require assistance with the electoral process. 
DEFINITIONS:

Voting:   Act of a person of legal status casting a ballot in an election for public office. 

Facility:  A residential facility for the care or treatment of individuals with serious mental illness, serious emotional disturbance, or developmental disability that is either a state facility or licensed adult foster care facility licensed by the department under section 137 or a 24 hour staffed supported independent housing arrangement.
PROCEDURE:

An eligible recipient, including a recipient determined to be legally incompetent (with a guardian), shall have the right to exercise his or her franchise, except those the legislature may exclude from the electoral process by defining mental incompetence in any statute implementing article 2, section 2 of the state constitution of 1963.  

Residential facilities shall assure all of the following:

1. All residents 18 years of age or over are canvassed to ascertain their interest in registering to vote, obtaining absentee ballots, and casting ballots.  The canvass shall be conducted to allow sufficient time for voter registration and acquisition of absentee ballot, or provided residents with an opportunity to leave the premises to exercise voting privileges, or to register to vote, or a facility director may require supervisory personnel to accompany residents.  This should be done at admission to the facility and at a minimum of annually while residing in the home, in coordination with the BMHA clinician.
2. Arrangements with state and local election officials are made to provide voter registration and casting of ballots for interested residents at the facility and may encourage the use of absentee ballots.

3. Assistance to election officials if needed in determining a person’s place of residence for voting purposes.

4. A recipient shall not be prohibited from receiving campaign literature, shall permit campaigning by candidates, and facility may reasonably regulate the time, duration, and location of these activities.  The recipient shall be permitted to place political advertisements in his or her personal quarters.

5. Newspapers or other voting material that lists who is running and what they stand for may be provided to recipients.  However, staff must not influence the recipient’s decision on who to vote for. 

Recipients not residing in facilities:
1. Consumers being served by case management or other outpatient services, that are not placed by BMHA in an appropriately licensed facility will be asked at the time of the initial plan, and annually thereafter if they need assistance to register or vote.  If they express a desire to do this it shall be incorporated into their PCP and will address how they will be assisted to register/vote.  This may be done by enlisting natural supports or by assistance in linking them with organizations or agencies that assist voters.

2. Newspapers or other voting material that lists who is running and what they stand for may be provided to recipients.  However, staff must not influence the recipient’s decision on who to vote for. 
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